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Goldilocks and the Three Slouch Hats
Alex and I have been blessed to get a lot of quality time lately with a teenager we affectionately 
call “the kid.”  The kid has a great sense of style and is learning to crochet, but after making two 
slouch hats from patterns we found for her, she declared that the hats were either “too slouchy” 
or “not slouchy enough.” Instead of calling her Goldilocks, I created this slouch hat pattern for 
her. After cranking one out, she declared it “just right.”

Pattern by Kim Polchow-De Luca for Yarns of Italy

Supplies:
100g (~180 yards) of  worsted weight yarn with drape. 

Shown here in: 1 ball Innamorata 	Worsted (100% Extrafine 
Merino) or 2 balls of  Lunare (100% Egyptian Cotton) 

Size I (5.50 mm) crochet hook (or size needed to 	get 
gauge)

yarn needle

Gauge:
1st 5 rounds = 6.5” diameter circle

Finished dimensions:
11” diameter when laid flat,
21” circumference when slightly stretched 

 (since this hat sits farther back on the head  than 
 most hats, it has a slightly larger circumference than 
 regular hats.)

When choosing a yarn 
for this hat, make sure 
the yarn has a lot of 
drape. Stiff yarns like 
kitchen cotton will 
yield stiff, uncool hats. 
We tried it in 5 
different yarns, and 
YOI’s Innamorata 
Worsted and Lunare 
were the hands-down 
winners. Hat shown 
here in Lunare.
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Shell Start:  ch 3, dc in same sp as join

End Shell: 2 dc in same sp as beginning of  round, ch 1, 
join with sl st to 3rd ch of  beginning ch 3.

Shell: 2 dc, ch 1, 2 dc in indicated sp

V Stitch: 1 dc, ch 1, 1 dc in indicated st

Special Stitches
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Instructions
Ch 4, join with sl st to 1st ch to form a loop.

Round 1: Ch 3, dc in loop, ch 1, (2 dc in loop, ch 1) 5 
times, join with sl to 3rd ch of  beginning ch 3 (6 pairs of  
dc).

Round 2: sl st in next dc and ch 1 sp, ch 3 and dc in 
same sp, ch 1, (shell, ch 1) around, end shell (6 shells).

Round 3: Shell start, [(ch 1, dc in ch 1 sp between shells 
of  previous round, ch 1),* shell in next ch  sp of  shell 
below] around, ending at *, end shell.

Round 4: Shell start, [(ch 1, V-Stitch in single dc, ch 1)
*, shell in ch sp of  shell below] around, ending at *, end 
shell.

Round 5: Shell start, ch 1 (shell in ch sp of  V-stitch 
below, ch 1,* shell in ch sp of  shell, ch 1) around, ending 
at *, end shell (12 shells).

Round 6: Repeat Round 3 (12 shells).

Round 7: Repeat Round 4.

Round 8: Repeat Round 5 (24 shells).

Round 9 & 10: Shell Start, Shell in ch 1 sp of  shell) 
around, end shell. 

Round 11: Shell start, (v stitch in next shell,* shell in ch 
1 sp of  next shell) around, ending at *, end shell (12 
shells).

Round 12: Shell start, (dc in ch 1 sp of  V-stitch,* shell 
in ch 1 sp of  shell) around, ending at *, end shell.

Round 13: Shell start, (Skip single dc,* shell in ch 1 sp 
of  shell) around, ending at *, end shell.

Round 14: ch 1, sc in each dc and ch 1 sp around 
(that’s 5 sc per shell), join with sl st to top of  first sc. (60 
sc).

Round 15-18: ch 1, sc in each sc around, join with sl 
sti to top of  first sc. (60 sc). 

Finish off. Weave in ends.

Easy Modifications

We’ve only provided the chart for an adult hat, but it is an 
easy pattern to modify the hat for different head sizes and/or extra 
slouch.

For kids (approximate size: 17-19” circumference), simply 
work a total of  5 pairs of  dc in round 1 instead of  6. Stitch 
counts will change to: 5 shells in round 2, 10 shells in round 5, 
20 shells in round 8, 10 shells in round 11, and 50 sc in round 
14.

For an extra large adult hat, simply work a total of  7 pairs 
of  dc in round 1 instead of  6. Stitch counts will change to: 7 
shells in round 2, 14 shells in round 5, 28 shells in round 8, 14 
shells in round 11, and 70 sc in round 14.

To add extra slouch to your hat (great for folks with lots of  
hair!), simply repeat round 9 & 10 once more before beginning 
round 11.

sl st: slip stitch

dc: double crochet

sc: single crochet

ch: chain 

st: stitch

sp: space

Abbreviations
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The Chart
Adult size, rounds 1-6 shown for reference of stitch placement and the increase method.
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